Практические руководства по УСР
Виды заданий по УСР (Английская литература)

1) English literature of the first half of the 20th century

Study questions:

1. Main Features of Edwardian Era Literature.

2. Major Edwardian novelists.

3. The Modernist revolution: Anglo-American Modernism: Pound, Lewis, Lawrence, and Eliot.

4. Celtic Modernism: Yeats, Joyce, Jones, and MacDiarmid.

5. The literature of World War I and the interwar period.

6. The literature of World War II.

Suggested Essay topics:

1. H.G. Wells and his predictions.

2. E. Pound and the rhetoric of The Waste Land.

3. Myth and Reality in Irish Literature (J. Joyce’s Ulysses)

2) English literature of the second half of the 20th century

Study questions:

1. English literature after 1945: fiction, poetry and drama (major trends).

2. Postmodernism in English literature: key characteristics. 

3. English literature at the end of the 20th century.

Suggested Essay topics:

1. John Fowles’s Fiction and the Poetics of Postmodernism.

2. Philosophical novel and William Golding.

3. Muriel Spark and the Prime of Miss Jean Brodie: analysis of characters.

4. Julian Barnes’s A History of the World in 10 1/2 Chapters: narrative techniques.

Виды заданий по УСР (Американская литература)

1) American literature of the first half of the 20th century

Study questions:

1. Beginning of the 20th century: major literary schools. Naturalism and Stephen Crane.

2. Writers of the Lost Generation.

3. Jazz Era and F.S. Fitzgerald.

4. The rise of American drama.

5. Depression-era literature

Suggested Essay topics:

1. Naturalism in the novels of Th. Dreiser.

2. The Theatre of Eugene O’Neill: American Modernism on the World Stage.

3. Modernism, Naturalism, and Realism: the Literary Movements of Steinbeck’s Works.

2) National Character and American Dream in US literature of the first half of the 20th century: “An American Tragedy” by Theodore Dreiser.

Suggested Questions for Consideration:

1. What is the significance of the title “An American Tragedy” by Theodore Dreiser?

2. What symbols can be found in “An American Tragedy”?

3. What is the climax of the novel?

4. What social problems does Dreiser regard as unsolved?

5. What is Dreiser's attitude or the attitude of the "implied author" toward the idea of moral purpose in the universe?

6. To what extent is Clyde Griffiths the victim of environmental, social, and economic forces? To what extent is he the victim of choices he makes with his own free will?

7. What point of view do you support: (1) Clyde is a victim of forces beyond his control; (2) Clyde is a victim of his own bad judgment?

8. Is there a character in the novel whom you admire? 

9. Why does the novel continue to be relevant in modern American society – or any other modern society?

3) American Literature of the second half of the 20th century: literature of ethnic minorities.

Suggested Essay topics:

1. Ethnic boundaries in national literary histories.

2. Afro-American writers who redefined the mainstream American literature.

3. Afro-American female writers.

4. The Afro-American literary tradition. 

